
LET’S GET READY!
Transition to Kindergarten Orientation



EUGENIA B. 
THOMAS K-8 

CENTER



MEET OUR ADMINISTRATORS

Mr. Julio Fong

Principal

jfong@dadeschools.net

Ms. Ladema Smith

Assistant Principal Grades 
Pre-K-2, After-School Care 

and Community

Lsmith3@dadeschools.net

Ms. Ariani Alen

Assistant Principal Grades 3-8

aalen1@dadeschools.net



MEET OUR KINDERGARTEN 
TEACHERS

Ms. Claudia CaballeroMs. Merlys L. Barnet



KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM AND 
ASSESSMENT

• Language Arts, Math, Science, 

Social Studies, Spanish, Physical 

Education

• iReady

•  FAST (Florida Assessment of    
Student Thinking)



KINDERGARTEN CONCEPTS

Writing first and last name   Rules   Beginning sounds

 Left to right, top to bottom   Presidents  Middle sounds

Counting objects    Using a Map  Ending sounds

Recognizing numbers and number words Life Changes  High frequency words

Recognizing colors and shapes  Addition   Recognizing all letters/sounds

5 senses     Subtraction

Seasons     Problem Solving

Matter                                                                                      Title, Author, Illustrator

Living and Nonliving things   Sequence of events

Holidays     Problem and Solution

US Symbols    Beginning/Middle/End



KINDERGARTEN SCHEDULE

   

   Arrival 

   

   Lunch
                                    (30 minutes)

   

   Dismissal

8:20  am

1:50  pm

10:00-
12:00



SHIFT FROM PRE-K TO 
KINDERGARTEN

1. Learning Expectations Increase

Pre-K focuses on play-based learning and exploration, while Kindergarten introduces more structured, academic instruction. 
Students are expected to begin reading, writing, and solving math problems. Instruction follows standards from the Florida 
Department of Education (B.E.S.T. Standards). 

2. Literacy Becomes a Major Focus

There is a strong emphasis on phonics and early reading skills. Students learn letter-sound relationships and how to blend sounds. 
Students are introduced to sight words, regular reading instruction and small group learning. Early reading progress is monitored 
closely.

3. Writing Expectations Expand

Students move from drawing and labeling to writing words and complete sentences. They practice phonetic (sound-based) 
spelling. They learn to use capital letters and punctuation and begin expressing ideas through writing. 

4. Math Becomes More Conceptual

They build on basic counting and number recognition from Pre-K and learn addition and subtraction within 10. They compare 
numbers and understand quantities. They work with shapes and simple problem-solving. 



SHIFT FROM PRE-K TO 
KINDERGARTEN CONTINUED

5. Increased Structure and Stamina

Students have longer periods of focused learning. They are asked to follow multi-step directions, participate in whole-group and 
independent work, and learn classroom routines and transitions. 

6. Social-Emotional Expectations Grow

Students will continue to develop self-control and independence. They practice sharing, cooperation, and teamwork. They learn 
to solve problems with peers and take responsibility for materials and behavior. 

7. Assessments and Progress Monitoring 

Students participate in literacy and academic assessments. Teachers regularly monitor progress, as students are given grades in 
each subject area. Data is used to guide instruction and provide support. Interventions are provided if needed. 



ATTENDANCE POLICY

• Class Attendance

• Tardiness

• Excused/ Unexcused 

Absences

• Excessive Absences

• Doctors Notes

• Early Sign-out



UNIFORM POLICY

Eugenia B. Thomas K-8 Center has a mandatory school uniform policy. 

Mondays are Formal Uniform Day; your child must wear their formal uniform 

attire including a white button - down shirt and ties for boys or crosstie for girls.

Fridays - your child may wear the EBT Spirit T-shirt sold by the PTSA with the 

approved uniform bottom. Students participating in any school related field 

trips must wear the Spirit day t-shirt.  

Closed-toe shoes must be worn daily.

Winter jackets must be navy blue without any designs and no hoodies.  

Jackets with the school logo are sold by the PTSA at the PTSA Store.

Please ensure your child has his/her jacket/sweater early in the year to 

prepare for cool mornings and winter weather.



UNIFORM POLICY
  White or Navy Blue Polo Shirts

  Navy Blue Bottoms 

 Girls: Skirts; Skorts; Pants; Shorts (Navy blue leggings may be worn 
under skirt if cold)

  Boys: Shorts; Pants

 On Mondays, ALL STUDENTS must wear white button-down (formal 
tops) 

                Girls: Navy Blue Neck Cross ties            Boys: Navy Blue Ties



SAFETY
M-DCPS  is dedicated to the 
safety of your child.

Security is present at our 
school’s entrance. 

School Resource Officer 

(SRO) on site 



 Students entering Miami-
Dade County Public 
Schools with an 
Individualized Education 
Plan (IEP) will receive 
continued services. 

 Upon registration, please 
present a copy of the IEP.   

Exceptional Student Education Services (ESE)



Emergency 
Student Data 

Form

IMPORTANT!!!!!



HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY



Ways to get 
Ready

• Help your child become more independent

• Provide opportunities to use pencils, crayons and 

safety scissors

• Taking care of his/her own clothing (belts, zippers, 

belt buckles)

• Managing his/her own bathroom needs

• Opening and closing containers and Ziplock 

bags and encouraging clean up after meals and 

playtimes

• Help your child develop social skills

• Taking turns and sharing with others

• Following the rules created by adults in their lives

• Asking for help and offering help to others when 

needed

• Help your child acquire a love of learning

• Having conversations with your child about things 

you do together

• Listening to your child’s ideas and answering 

his/her questions

• Encourage your child to try new activities and 

problem solve challenges

• Sing songs, recite rhymes chants/rhymes and 

read to your child everyday



See you in August 2026!
For more information visit: www.ebtk8.net  or contact us       

      (305)592-7914

      @ebtk8     

      Eugenia B. Thomas K-8 
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